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Beyond the infirmities of age, and, 

haps, of ill-temper, the unhappy wretch } 
was no doubt as innocent as the vic- 
tims of our own ‘witch finders” 
were. Herson died, and immediately the 
rumor ran that she had slain him with the | 
assistance of the Evil One, whose co Opsr- | 
ation she had claimed. The neighbors sat | 
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ehould be submitted to “the ordeal by |. 
fire’’—that is to say, she was to be burned 
and tortured inthe hops that she would | 
confess her supposed crime. The terror of | 
the poor old woman deprived her of co- | 
herent speech. This was assumed to bea | 
proof. of her guilt. She was seized and | 
tied to a pole, and burned to death. What | 
gives astill more fiendish aspect to this | 
carnival of cruelty is that her surviving | 
son was among the most energetic | 
of those who tortured his mother. It will ] 
take several generations of education and { 
progress before the Hove apkip? of those re: 
mote districts get rid of snch bloodthirsty 
superstitions. As a race they are general- 
ly amiable and affectionate, rarely quar- 
Telling in their cups, as is too frequently 
the casein England, It is only when their | 
} supernatural terrors are aroused that 
they think of their own safety in malig- | 
bant manifestations of fanatic cruelty. | 
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